Habitat for Humanity
Lawton – Fort Sill

Release and Waiver of Liability for Minors

Please read carefully!  This is a LEGAL DOCUMENT that affects your legal rights!

This Release and Waiver of Liability (the “Release”) is executed on the date signed, by the minor child (the “Volunteer”) and the parent having legal custody and/or legal guarding of the Volunteer (the “Guardian”), in favor of Lawton – Fort Sill Habitat for Humanity, Inc., an Oklahoma non – profit corporation, its directors, officers, employees, and agents (collectively “Habitat”).

The Volunteer and Guardian desire that the Volunteer work as a volunteer for Habitat and engage in the activities related to being a volunteer.  The Volunteer and the Guardian understand that certain activities may include constructing and rehabilitating residential buildings, working in the habitat offices, and living in housing provided for volunteers of Habitat.

The Volunteer and Guardian do hereby freely, voluntarily, and without duress execute their Release under the following terms
1.  Waiver and Release.    Volunteer and Guardian do hereby release and forever discharge and hold                     

harmless Habitat and its successors and assigns from any and all liability, claims, and demands of whatever kind or nature, either in law or in equity, which arise or may hereafter arise from Volunteer’s work for Habitat.

Volunteer and Guardian understand that this Release discharges Habitat from any liability or claim that the Volunteer or Guardian may have against Habitat with respect to any bodily injury, personal injury, illness, death, or property damage that may result from Volunteer’s work for Habitat, whether caused by the negligence or Habitat or its officers, directors, employees, or agents, or otherwise.  Volunteer and Guardian also understand that Habitat does not assume any responsibility for or obligation to provide financial assistance or other assistance, including but not limited to medical, health, or disability insurance in the event of injury or illness.
2.  Medical Treatment.
Volunteer and Guardian do hereby release and forever discharge Habitat from any claim whatsoever that arises or may hereafter arise on account of any first aid, treatment, or service rendered in connection with the Volunteer’s work for Habitat or with the decision by any representative or agent of Habitat to exercise the power to consent to medical or dental treatment as such power may be granted and authorized in the Parental Authorization for Treatment of a Minor Child.

3.  Assumption of the Risk.    The Volunteer and Guardian understand that the work for Habitat may include activities that may be hazardous to the Volunteer, including, but not limited to, construction, loading and unloading, and transportation to and from the work sites.  Volunteer and Guardian hereby expressly and specifically assume the risk of injury or harm in these activities and release Habitat from all liability for injury, death, or property damage resulting from the activities of the Volunteer’s work for Habitat.
4.  Insurance.    The Volunteer and Guardian understand that except as otherwise agreed to by Habitat in writing; Habitat does not carry or maintain health, medical, or disability insurance coverage for any Volunteer.  The Volunteer is expected and encouraged to obtain his or her own medical or health insurance coverage.

5.   Photographic Release.    Volunteer and Guardian do hereby grant and convey unto Habitat all right, title, and interest in any and all photographic images and video or audio recordings made by Habitat during the Volunteer’s work for Habitat, including, but not limited to, any royalties, proceeds, or other benefits derived from such photographs or recordings.

6.  Other.    Volunteer and Guardian expressly agree that this Release is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the State of Oklahoma, and that this Release shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the Laws of Oklahoma.  Volunteer and Guardian agree that in the event that any clause or provision of the Release shall be held to invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the validity of such clause or provision shall not otherwise affect the remaining provisions of the Release which shall continue to be enforceable.

Volunteer and Guardian have executed the Release as of the day and year written.
“Parental Authorization for Treatment of a Minor Child”
The signed Parent/Guardian acknowledges that he/she is the parent or legal guardian having custody of the signed Minor Volunteer.  As such parent or legal guardian, he/she hereby authorizes and appoints an adult in whose care the minor child has been entrusted or a duly authorized agent of Lawton – Fort Sill Habitat for Humanity, Inc. as the agent to act for the Parent/Guardian with respect to the minor child, concerning the child’s personal care, medical treatment, hospitalization, and health care, and to require, withhold, or withdraw any type of medical treatment or procedure, including X – ray examination, anesthetic, medical or surgical diagnosis, or treatment which may be rendered to the minor child under the general or special supervision and on the advice of any physician or surgeon licensed to practice in the state in which treatment is sought.  The Agent shall have the same access to the minor child’s medical records that I have, including the right to disclose the contents to others.

Habitat for Humanity
Lawton – Fort Sill

Acknowledgment Form

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of Habitat for Humanity Work Crew Safety Guidelines, that I have read it with my supervisor, and that I understand its content.

Further:

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the Waiver of Liability and Photo Release information for Adults.  I acknowledge that by signing below, I agree to the terms of that document and execute the Release as of the date written below.

Further:

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the legal document “Release and Waiver of Liability for Minors”, and the accompanying “Parental Authorization for Treatment of a Minor Child” information.  I acknowledge that by signing below, I agree to the terms of that document and execute the Release as of the date written below.

Signature of Volunteer ___________________________________________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian (if Volunteer is under age 18) ____________________________

Date_______________________________

Information Form

General Information: (please print)

Name of Volunteer ___________________________
Home Phone _____________________
Address _____________________________________   Work Phone ______________________

              Street or Box

State

Zip

Emergency Information: (please print)

In case of emergency, please contact: ____________________________________________

Relationship to Volunteer _____________________________    Home Phone ______________________

Address ____________________________________________   Work Phone _______________________


Street or Box


State          Zip

Please list below any further information you feel would be needed in the case of an emergency.

Habitat for Humanity

Lawton – Fort Sill

General Guidelines for Volunteers

When you arrive on the job site, it is imperative that you identify the individual in charge.  Please ask to speak with the crew leader for that location.  All questions and problems should be addressed with a Habitat employee.

If you are planning to bring a group of 5 or more volunteers, please contact the Habitat office in advance to register as a work group.

Completed waiver acknowledgment forms and general information forms must be submitted to the Habitat office or turned in to the on – site coordinator prior to beginning work on the job site.

Wear clothing you won’t mind getting more than dirty.  Check the weather and dress appropriately.  (If the weather is warm, remember to bring sun screen and wear a hat to protect your face.  If the weather is cool, dress in layers.)  Regardless of the forecast, long pants and sturdy, closed – toe shoes are recommended for your safety.  Work gloves are also a necessary part of your work wardrobe.

Habitat has a minimum number of hard hats that can be worn during the day, and must be left at the site.

Please be sure to pace yourself and take breaks when necessary.  Even those who are in shape and used to hard labor should take a break as needed.

Drink plenty of liquids while working, especially water.  We recommend that you bring a container already filled, as many of the job sites do not have running water.

If you bring tools with you, be sure they are labeled with your name (and address).

Use only ladders and tools that are in good repair, and ask the best qualified individuals to operate the tools on site.

If you bring a tool to the work site, be sure that an inexperienced volunteer does not operate it without adequate supervision.

Please clean up your own messes.

Think before you do your work or task.  If you are uncertain about how to do a task or how to operate a power tool, ask a supervisor.

Know where the first aid kit is located and how to get emergency help.

Be sure you have filled in the Emergency Information section of your form.

A copy of the complete guide to Habitat Work Crew Safety is available on request. (“Work Crew Safety Manual”)
Habitat for Humanity
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Safety Guidelines for Volunteers

1.  Report any condition that looks unsafe.

2.  Wear a hard hat when someone is working above you.

3. Wear ear plugs in high noise areas.

4. Wear safety glasses or other eye protection when operating power saws or other equipment that may throw off small hard particles.
5. Make sure blade guards are in place when operating power saws.

6. Use a respirator when working in dusty atmospheres.

7. Wear leather gloves when handling wood or metal products.

8. Avoid stepping on electrical power cords, especially in wet locations.

9. Keep electrical power cords off the ground as much as possible.

10. Make sure that ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) is in place before plugging in cords.

11. Do not use broke off malfunctioning tools, especially those with electrical problems.

12. Do not use ladders as work platforms; use scaffolding instead.

13. Do not use aluminum ladders around electrical power lines.

14. Make sure the guardrails & toe board are in place when working on scaffolding more than 10 ft high.

15. If you cut yourself, report to your supervisor immediately for first aid.

16. If someone else cuts themselves, and blood gets on you, report to your supervisor immediately.

17. Do not enter a trench more than 5 feet in depth unless a coworker is present on ground level to sound an alarm and render assistance in case of emergency.

18. If asbestos is present, avoid touching, handling, or disturbing it. Let specialists handle it.
19. If lead – based paint is present, use extra precautions; wash hands before eating.

20. Remember, safety first!

